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BOOK REVIEWS

Boda, Mark J., Dempsey Carol J, and Flesher, LeAnn Snow, Daughter Zion: Her
Portrait, Her Response, Atlanta, Georgia: Society of Biblical Literature, 2012.
Pp x + 429. Hardcover. $45.86. ISBN: 1589837959.
Daughter Zion: Her Portrait, Her Response is a compilation of essays based on a
monograph by Carleen Mandolfo.1 In the book, Mandolfo’s characterization of
Daughter Zion in Lamentations and Jeremiah is examined and expanded. This
book seeks to build off of Mandolfo’s work and present differing viewpoints
on the strange interplay between Daughter Zion and YHWH. Is it an abusive
relationship, as Mandolfo claims, or is it something else? What can the greater
Daughter Zion literature reveal on the subject? And how should this be viewed
in conjunction with various methodologies? These are just a few of the questions that are answered in this book.
While there is specific praise and criticism for each article, my review
will largely focus on the book as a whole. I immensely enjoyed the cohesiveness of this book. Each paper presented a new, and sometimes contradictory,
view of the Daughter Zion concept, which added greatly to the work. A critical
analysis using so many methodologies was also quite beneficial. Looking at
the text from linguistic, narrative, and form critical perspectives, just to name
a few, created an environment where the reader could view the text with a
broader understanding. My greatest issue with this book was its expectation
that the readers know Mandolfo’s previous work in order

1. Carleen Mandolfo, Daughter Zion Talks Back to the Prophets: A Dialogic Theology of the Book
of Lamentations, Atlanta, Georgia: Society of Biblical Literature, 2007.
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to understand the dialogue. As this book’s purpose was to answer Mandolfo’s
monograph, it is only natural that this occured. However, had a brief overview
of her work been included in the introduction, reading the first few papers
would not have felt like stepping into the middle of a conversation.
Mandolfo’s final thoughts on the work were also irksome. She had
been criticized for her clearly biased reading of the text throughout the book,
and her response brushed these valid points aside, which caused me as a reader
to seriously question her methodology. While it is acceptable that she be content with her stance, each article pointed out significant flaws that required
address. A more careful consideration in her closing reflections to this work
would have closed this work more definitively.
On the whole, I immensely enjoyed Daughter Zion and recommend it
to those who are interested in forming their own opinions on the role of Zion
within the Hebrew Bible. As many interpretations were proposed, I found myself creating my own analysis on the topic and adding to it with each article I
read. It set forth several alternative views on this important biblical trope and
allowed the reader to come to their own conclusions on the subject. Thus, I feel
that the book accomplished its main goal.
AMANDA COLLEEN BROWN

